
Welcome to 
4th Grade!



Dear Parents, 
     Some of you and your children may know me from previous years 
here at Clyde Erwin.  I previously taught 5th grade but will be teaching 
your child 4th grade reading, writing,language arts, and social studies 
this year! They will have math and science with Mrs. Nichols. 
     This file contains most of the information that you will need to 
know for the school year about me, my philosophy, my procedures, and 
routines.  Please, please, please save this file to your computer to 
reference throughout the year.   
     As the year goes on, there may be some changes to some dates or 
information within this file that I will make you aware of on Class Dojo  
(see next page for info) but for the most part, this is a great source of 
information to clear up any confusion or questions.  
     Thank you so much in advance for your participation and support in 
your child’s education!  I could not do it without you.  Parents are the 
most important link on the chain of success for the students I teach 
each day.  Thank you for letting be a part of your village! 

-Mrs. Kelsey Christian (formerly Ms. Schlager)

A Note To Parents & Guardians



Class Dojo

Signing up for Class Dojo (100% free!) is the best way to ensure that you are 
receiving the latest classroom updates, photos, videos, and important 
information.  I update this page daily.  I am also able to quickly text you if 
something arises last-minute and send photos of work if your child is out sick, 
lost permission slips, etc.   

No space on your phone to download the app?  NO PROBLEM!  You can access 
Class Dojo on a computer or tablet also.  Please see your Open House 
information for your unique parent code to sign up.  If it has been misplaced, 
please don’t hesitate to ask me for another copy!  I would hate for you to miss 
class updates and important information.



Parent Portal (Student 
Grades)

Please check parent portal a minimum of once per week!  This is where 
student grades are uploaded.  I do my best to update them every week but 
parents, guardians, and students need to get in the habit of checking several 
times a week.  This will keep you up to date with missing assignments and 
grades in every class!   

Throughout the quarter, zeroes will be placed where students are missing 
assignments.  If not turned in, these will be changed to 40s (per OCS rules) for 
report cards.  If you see a “ - “  in an assignment, this means I have not 
entered the grade yet or the assignment does not apply to your child. 

IF YOU HAVE A QUESTION OR CONCERN, LET ME KNOW IMMEDIATELY! That 
makes it easier for me to pull up assignments and give you information or 
make corrections.  I want you to have peace of mind BEFORE report cards 
are issued so we canticle any problems or patterns we see prior to report 
cards. 
Not signed up?  Stop by the office and they will help you!  You will need a 
valid ID with you to sign up.  



AVID AGENDA
Every student will receive an AVID agenda.  Every ELA class period 

students will be required to write in these agendas.  They will write the 
activities, assessments, projects, homework, and any special notes for 

that day from our AVID board.   

Along with Class Dojo,this is another way for you to stay up to date on 
what your child is doing in class. It is expected that you or another 
adult guardian sign this agenda each night so I can be sure you are 

aware of daily activities. 

STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED WRITE IN THIS EVERY DAY. If you have any 
questions about missing or late tests, quizzes, projects, or classwork, 

please check your child’s agenda prior to calling or emailing me to 
ensure that she/he has it written in their agenda and check Cass Dojo 

to be sure it there are no posts that you may have missed. 



Grading and Assessments:
Grades will be given on a 10 point scale and will be available to you via 

Powerschool. 
A  =  100-90    
B  =  89-80 
C  =  79-70 
D  =  69-60 

F  =  59 and lower 
Vocab Test: Every other Monday 

Book club work and reflections: Every Friday 
Word work quiz: Every other Monday between vocal 

tests. 
Current Events: Due every Friday 

Each assignment will be weighted equally unless otherwise noted.  
I always try to inform students of quizzes or assessments at least a 

week in advance. 



Technology:
In 4th grade, each child will receive their own laptop. Parents and 
students will be required to sign an agreement regarding appropriate 
use of their computer 

Insurance Fee: In order for students to take their laptops home each 
night (which is extremely beneficial for students), they will need to pay 
a $25.00 fee.  Without it, they cannot bring their laptops home at any 

time. 
Students will be responsible for remembering to charge their 
laptops daily. I will not allow them to call home for forgotten 
laptops or chargers. Please remember, these laptops are 
school property and not personal property. 



Fourth Grade Daily Schedule
7:30-8:00   Breakfast/Students come to class when they finish breakfast 

7:45    Students go to classrooms 
8:00    Late bell rings, class begins! 

8:00-9:45  ELA/S.S. Group 1 (Mrs. Christian)  
Math/Science Group 2 (Mrs. Nichols) 

9:45-10:15    Science Group 1 (Mrs. Nichols) 
S.S. Group 2 (Mrs. Christian)  

10:15-11:15    Enrichment Classes 
11:15-12:25    Lunch & Recess 

12:25-1:00     ELA Group 2 (Mrs. Christian) 
Math Group 1 (Mrs. Nichols) 

1:50-2:50   Eagle Hour (All students) 
2:55     Dismissal 

**Eagle Hour is a school-wide flex hour where instruction and content is 
differentiated  based on student needs.  Every student gets to work on something 
they need.  Students may have their homeroom teacher or another teacher that is 

working on the content they need enrichment or remediation with.**



Dress Code
Pants/Bottoms: Navy or khaki  

Shirts: Navy or white 
Socks: Black or white 

Shoes: Black or brown dress shoes OR sneakers 
Jackets/Sweaters: Navy or white (NO HOODS) 

Important: 
If students come to school out of uniform, they will be made to call 
home and someone will have to bring them appropriate clothing.  

If students repeatedly come to school out of uniform, they will receive 
a Think Sheet.  Three Think  Sheets result in an office referral. 

*Leggings worn under skirts or dresses MUST abide by the dress code!  
They can be white or navy.  

Please see website for more information!



Homework
Research does not support that homework is beneficial to student 

learning. Therefore, the only work that will be sent home is work 
that you child did not finish in class and students are 

encouraged to study between 15-30 minutes for any upcoming 
tests. 

However, I will have resources available on my website for 
students and parents if you and your child decide you would like 

work at home. 

I truly encourage you to take this free time after school to spend 
time together doing something fun rather than doing school work. 

Research supports that students who spend time after school 
outside and/or spend quality time with their families are more 
likely to be successful.  Personally, I have seen a major positive 
change in the attitudes of my students since adopting this policy 

and I hope it is a gift to you and your family.  



Teacher Expectations:
-I will treat all students and families fairly and with respect. 

-I will clearly and consistently communicate with all families and students. 
  

-I will handle unique situations with discretion and use my best judgement. 

-I will check my email before and after school. 
I will be working with students during the day and do not want to take 

away from their learning by constantly checking email.(Dojo works great 
for last-minute texts!) 

-I will respond within 24 hours to your email. If it is Friday, I will try to 
respond by 4:30PM. If this is not possible, I will respond by Monday. 

-I will be available to meet with any and all parents/guardians about your 
child.  However, appointments must be scheduled in advance via Class 

Dojo, email, or phone call in order to best meet your needs and the needs 
of students. 

  



Parent Expectations:
~Make sure your child is at school on time.  

-Read and save this entire file for reference throughout the year. 
-Please refrain from dropping off items they forget unless it is their 
lunch or snack. (Student will not be penalized unless it becomes a 

recurring issue.) This will help students to become more 
independent. 

-Respect teachers & staff and communicate any concerns to us as 
soon as possible.  

-Check parent portal every week and contact me as soon as you 
have a question or concern about grades. 

-Remember, we are on the same team and are working toward a 
common goal of success and happiness for your child. 

-Please make sure your child abides by the school dress code so 
they do not have to take class time to call home for appropriate 

clothes. 



Transportation:

Changes have been made to the car pick-up procedures!   
Please refer to the handout in your open house materials. 

Things To Know: 
*ALL parents who pick their child up in the car line need a  

car tag.  This will be sent home with your child.  

*Even if your child does not get picked up every day, keep your card in case you need to 
 pick them up in the car line in the future. 

*Please remember to give your card tag to whomever is picking up your child!! 

*If you do not have your tag, you will need to park and come inside with a photo ID  
to check the out.



Transportation:

**TRANSPORTATION CHANGES SHOULD BE MADE PRIOR TO  
2:00PM!* 

Changes made after 2:00pm become a potential safety risk because I may  
not get your message and the office also needs to know how your child 

is getting home. Especially if I am absent from school. 

Please contact me (or your child’s homeroom teacher) AND the office  
with changes.   



Mind Up!
MindUp is a curriculum that focuses on managing your emotions and 
understanding your brain in order to be your most efficient and controlled 
self. Visit tis article to understand a bit more about how I implement this in 
my class! https://educhalkboard.com/2018/05/17/mind-your-business/ 

What it looks like in our classroom: 
-The“Chill Spot” is a place in the classroom that students can visit 
periodically when they feel they need to “reset.” Please note: if your child 
visits the Chill Spot, he/she is NOT in trouble!  It is simply a way to refocus 
the brain and lessen mental fatigue. Most students have a difficult time 
saying focused for long blocks of time.  The Chill Spot is a safe place for them 
to take a mental break so they can come back and do their best. 

-Class Meeting is where the students and I will meet at the beginning of every 
class period for 15 minutes to learn about the brain, how it works, and how to 
use it to our best benefit throughout the school day.  

-Brain Breaks are when the entire class takes 15-20 seconds to reflect in    
silence to reset and offset mental fatigue. 



How to Help:

~Volunteer in the classroom when possible. 
~Volunteer outside of the classroom (cut lamination, put 

together centers or leveled readers, etc.) 
~Donate books from your home libraries when your 

children out grow them, cleaning supplies, highlighters, 
pens, pencils, erasers, etc. 

~Boxtops! 
~Help your child review material at home & help with 

time management when completing assignments. 
~Be aware of due dates & important information!  



Meet Mrs. Christian:
     My name is Kelsey Christian.  I have been a classroom teacher 
for 6 years in both charter and public schools in Charlotte, NC and 
here at CEEMS.I have been a reading specialist for grades K-8 as 
well as classroom teacher for grades K,1,2,4, and 5.  I have loved 
each grade and have found that each one has unique experiences 
and lessons to learn. 
       My husband and I are expecting our first child, a daughter, at 
the end of October of this year! We are over the moon about her 
arrival! 



Class Behavior Policy
Children are just like adults in that they thrive when respect is 
reciprocated. I do not use behavior charts, sticker charts, prizes, or bribery 
to manage my classroom.  My goal is to create a classroom where every 
child feels safe to be themselves, share their thoughts, and be unique.   

What Are The Rules?  Each class I have will work with me to create a class 
constitution and Bill of Rights.  Once we agree as a whole class, each of us 
will sign it in agreement to abide by it.  These will be shared with parents 
as well. 
What Are The Consequences?   Consequences vary depending on 
situations.  Every child and situation is different and requires me to use 
discretion and judgement.  However, there are set consequences for 
recurring issues.  First, I generally like to handle it in the classroom by 
having a one on one conversation with the child involved and come up with 
ways to try and fix the issue.  If this does not work, your child will call you 
and see if the two of you can come up with a better solution.  If the issue 
continues, your child will receive a Think Sheet and you will be contacted. 



Class Behavior Policy
How Do Think Sheets Work? If a students receives a Think Sheet from any 
teacher, he/she may not attend the PBIS celebration for the quarter and 
will receive an immediate consequence from the teacher who writes the 
Think Sheet.  For me, students will typically call their own parent as a 
consequence. If a child receives 3 Think Sheets, they must go to In School 
Suspension for the day. 

Are There Any Behaviors That Are Absolutely Not Tolerated? Yes.  
Teasing, bullying, threatening, and disrespect toward peers, staff, and 
classroom materials.  These will result in immediate phone call and Think 
Sheet.  Depending on the severity, it may result in an immediate office 
referral where Dr. Patterson or Mrs. G will assign a consequence.  Either 
way, you will be notified by myself or the office.   



Flexible Seating
My classroom has non-traditional seating arrangements called 
flexible seating. The students and I will create rules for each 
seating option at the start of the year and will post them in the 
room.   

What are the benefits? Flexible seating creates a sense of 
community and allows for collaboration with classmates.  It also 
gives students the freedom of choice, which helps them to take 
control of their learning! Most of all, the students choose where 
they are most comfortable which results in better engagement and 
listening.  

How do they pick their seat?  Students will choose what works best 
for them at the beginning of each class period.  There are limited 
choices of each type of seating so students may end up with their 
2nd or 3rd choice. They will be guided to choose a seating type that 
is not distracting to them. 



Flexible Seating
What if a child cannot handle flexible seating?  I have traditional 
desks available in the room in a small group as well as singular 
desks.  If a child prefers and desk and chair, they can choose it.  It 
some instances, I will move a child to a desk/chair if they are not 
focusing in the seating the chose or if they are misusing the 
furniture. If a student continuously misuses or breaks any of the 
seating, they will be permanently placed in a desk/chair without 
the choice of flexible seating.  (This seating is very expensive and 
mostly out-of-pocket!) 

What are the choices?  Medicine balls, wiggle spots, pillows, 
exercise desk (stationary bike with a desk attached), regular desk/
chair,folding chairs, and bean bags. 



My Philosophy:

“If you judge a fish based on its ability to climb a tree, the fish will go 
through life believing it is stupid.”-Albert Einstein 

     It is so important to recognize children for their strengths and teach 
them to recognize their own strengths.  I am dedicated to teaching self- 
acceptance and acceptance of others. I want to impart academic 
knowledge but also want to teach students how to spread positivity and be 
positive, contributing, leaders in our society.  
My main goal is to show children how to love school and to be self-
sufficient. I want to spark a passion for learning new things, questioning 
the world around them, and challenging themselves to be better. 
My hope is that every student leaves my room knowing they are important, 
they are different as well as the same as one another, they have a gift, and 
they are capable of success as long as they put in the effort. I constantly 
remind them that this is their life and their education.  Not mine or their 
parents’.  My hope is that they own it and use it to change their world. 



Communication:
Communication= 

Success 
Communication-Communication is the key to a positive 

school year.  Feel free to communicate with me via 
Classdojo, notes,emails, or phone calls.  

kelsey.christian@onslow.k12.nc.us 
Please don’t forget the fun news!  

 (I love to hear good comments about school too!)  


