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Summer FUN! 
NO More I’m Bored! 

 

Thank you so much for downloading Summer FUN Jar of Ideas.  
Please take a moment to read through all 119 of the suggestions 
before you add them to your jar.  There may be a few of the 
activities that may not be right for your family.  …so, just chunk 
them.  J  The label on the next page may be printed and added 
to the front of a jar or basket.  I included several different sizes 
for your convenience. 
 
The last page is blank for your and your family to add your own 
ideas. 
 
Enjoy and Best Wishes! 
Jen Bradshaw 
 
 



Label for Summer  
FUN Jar 



Start a summer scrapbook and include any photos of trips, 
souvenirs, ticket stubs, etc. 

Take a walk.  Draw or write about all of the things you see 
along the way. 

Create your own stationary and write a letter to a friend or 
family member. 

Take a trip to the local library and check out a cookbook.  Cook 
the most interesting dish. 

You are an author!  Write and illustrate your own book.   

Let’s go camping!  Put up a tent in the backyard and enjoy your 
own camp out! 

Make an old-fashioned kite out of newspaper and take it out for a 
spin!  



Make a fort out of lots of pillows and blankets.  How big can 
you make it? 

Take your favorite book and a blanket outside to read under a shade 
tree. 

Water balloon fight!  Fill up your balloons and let the battle 
begin! 

Pop some popcorn and watch an old favorite movie…again. 

Gather up the family and play a board game. 

This one is for the evening.  Take a plastic jar outside and catch 
fireflies. 

Visit a free museum or local historical site.  Check your city’s 
government site for links. 



X Marks the spot!  Hide a little surprise and create your own 
treasure map. 

Make your own little garden and plant flowers in a flower pot.  
You can even decorate your own flower pot with paint or stickers. 

Take a trip to the local zoo today! 

Go on a family bike ride.  Don’t forget the water bottles. 

Go on a critter crawl!  Take a walk and look for frogs, 
butterflies, birds worms, doodle bugs,.. 

Bake your favorite homemade cookies.  Anyone thinking chocolate 
chip? 

Take your sidewalk chalk outside and draw a huge mural in your 
driveway. 



Make bookmarks for your friends, grandparents, neighbors or family. 

Go outside and make a hopscotch board with chalk.   

Write a letter to family member or a friend that lives out of 
state and mail it. 

Create your own scavenger hunt for your friends or family 
members.  Or, have your parents create one for you. 

Make old-fashioned popsicles out of Kool Aid.  You can pour the 
liquid into ice trays or small cups before freezing. 

Pancakes!  Make fun-filled pancakes.  Examples:  blueberries, 
chocolate chips, coconut, nuts, raisins, bananas, strawberries, 
sprinkles… 

Play the card game of GO FISH.   



Take the ball and glove outside and play catch. 

Make paper airplanes and have a contest to see which one goes 
further. 

Simon says, “Play Simon Says.” 

Use a bucket of water and a paintbrush to “paint” the fence.    

Make homemade play dough. 

Make your own puppets and have a puppet show. 

Take a blanket outside, lay it out, and watch the clouds roll by.  
What do you see? 



LOL!  Think up your own jokes and write them into a joke book or 
video yourself.  Ha! 

Make a “cootie catcher.” 

Learn a magic trick and put on a family magic show. 

Check with Lowes Hardware store for kid workshops.  

Gather up lots of pillows and blankets, lay them out in the living 
room and have a movie-a-thon. 

Play I-Spy.  I spy with my little eye… 

Make homemade ice cream. 



Bake cupcakes and decorate them with some extra special toppings. 

Break out the card table and put a puzzle together.   

Make homemade bubbles.   

Have a picnic in the backyard. 

Write your own play, make props and put on a play for the 
family. 

Find your favorite funky, upbeat song and choreograph your own 
dance. 

Make friendship bracelets.  Take a look at YouTube for great video 
tutorials. 



Write your own poem about summer.  Draw a picture to go with 
your poem.  Display it somewhere in your house. 

Sew a pillow together.  You can even use an old shirt for the 
material. 

Make lemonade and sit in the backyard to enjoy it. 

Make an “About Me” collage.  Use picture clippings from old 
magazines or draw pictures. 

Go on a leaf hunt.  Look them up on the internet and try to 
identify each one. 

Write a letter to the president.  You will probably get a written 
response back from the White House. 

Write your own song or rap.  Practice, sing or video it. 



Start a new collection.  Examples:  rocks, seashells, leaves, stickers, 
etc.  

Root beer floats!  Make root beer or Coke floats. 

Create a “Giggle Book.”  Ask each member of your family their 
favorite joke and write them down in a book. 

Paint a special picture for a grandparent or family member that 
lives far away.  Give it a special title and mail it to them. 

Make a list of 20 things that you LOVE about summer! 

Watch one of your favorite movies and create a poster that 
advertises the movie.  

Make your own snow cones or visit a local snow cone stand. 



Enjoy a cold watermelon on a hot day.  Have a seed spitting 
contest! 

Make a pretend celebration and bake a cake to celebrate …whatever! 

Go on a hike or hit the local trails and stretch your legs.   

Make S’mores over a fire pit in the backyard or even over your 
gas stove. 

Go to the park and try out all the equipment. 

After dark, play flash light tag in the backyard. 

Make a map of the inside of your house, your yard or even the 
whole neighborhood.  Don’t forget the map pencils. 



Make paper hats, invite family or friends and have a hat parade. 

Think of someone in your neighborhood or close to you in need.  
What can you do for them?  Ex:  pick weeds, take out their 
trash, bake them cookies, keep them company,.. 

Make homemade peanut butter and enjoy! 

Make a fire pit in the backyard and roast marshmallows. 

Family World Records!  Have an afternoon to see who can jump 
up and down the longest, balance on one foot, read the most words 
in 1 minute… 

Have boat races in the bathtub. 

Research another country or culture and find out everything you 
can.  Take a trip to the library or use the internet to find out 
your facts. 



Visit story time at your local library. 

Get out the poles, hooks, worms and go fishing. 

Make an indoor obstacle course or even one out in your backyard. 

Take the largest cardboard box possible and make a house or fort.  
You can use a Sharpie marker to decorate the outside of it. 

Call ahead to your local fire department.  Most fire departments 
will give you a free tour if you notify them in advance. 

Plan and have a family Read-a-Thon.  You might even want to 
stay in your pajamas for this one! 

Gather up 10 or more items that would fit in the palm of your 
hand.  Do an experiment in the bathtub to see which ones sink or 
float. 



Make rainbow ice cubes from Kool Aid.  Add the crazy ice cubes to 
sprite and watch the rainbow begin…   

Use sidewalk chalk to make a huge target out on the driveway and 
assign it points.  Use water balloons to see who can get the most. 

Dip bananas into chocolate and freeze.  The perfect treat for the 
perfect day! 

Make your own commercial for your favorite game or toy.  Get 
one of your parents to video the commercial. 

Take a trip to the library and check out a book on how to draw.  
Make special pictures for family and friends. 

Make a giant tic-tac-toe board out of an old sheet, painter’s tape 
and some frisbees.  

Make a house or castle out of popsicle sticks.  You can even paint 
it. 



Design your own board game and bring the family together to play. 

Make your own paper dolls and create clothes to go with your 
dolls.   

Make a bird feeder, hang it up outside and watch for the birds to 
come. 

Create your own duct tape project.  Examples:  bookmark, wallet, 
mini folder, bow, etc. 

Caring Coupons!  Create your own coupons to give away to family 
members.  Examples:  Good for 1….hug, empty dishwasher, vacuum, 
sweep floor, read to a brother or sister, etc. 

Make fun finger paints out of shaving cream and food coloring.   

Choose an animal that you have always wanted to learn more 
about.  Research your animal on the internet and make a book 
about your animal and add illustrations. 



Gather up the family and go bowling. 

Contact a local factory, call them up and schedule a free tour. 

Pudding paint:  Add food coloring to vanilla pudding and start 
painting.  You may want to put on some old clothes.  The colored 
pudding could stain. 

Volunteer your time at a food bank or another place that helps 
families in need. 

Create a family “Time Capsule.”  You can make one out of a box 
with a lid or even a 2 liter bottle you cut open. 

Make sock puppets that represent characters from a book.  Act out 
your favorite scenes. 

Art with pasta.  Glue pasta to colored paper to make a design.  
You can even paint the pasta when it dries. 



Play a family game of charades. 

Make your own daily journal, decorate the front and write every 
day. 

Make a “Rainy Day Box” full of activities and goodies to keep 
you occupied on the next rainy day. 

Let the races begin!  Use sidewalk chalk and draw a racetrack for 
your small cars and Hot Wheels. 

Use sweet condensed milk with food coloring to make a paint that 
is colorful and shiny. 

Take an early morning stroll and check out all the birds. 

Make your own word search.  Challenge your family to find all of 
the words. 



Learn to play a new game that is a bit challenging.  What about 
chess? 

Stack up plastic disposable cups and shoot them down with a water 
gun.  You could even race to see who can knock them down first. 

Go for a walk together and gather some rocks.  Paint your rocks 
with faces and glue on googly eyes for fun. 

Car wash for kids.  Gather up some toy cars and trucks.  Take 
them outside with a large bowl and some dish soap.  Get your cars 
REALLY dirty and then wash them. 

Create your own coloring book.  Draw pictures and put them 
together in a book to add color. 

Try your hand at crossword puzzles.  Choose a topic and create a 
crossword puzzle for your family or friends. 

ABC’s of summer!  Make an ABC list of summer fun.  A:awesome, 
B:bubbles, C:cool, D:…. 





Summer FUN ~ 119 Ideas 
 

This item is to be used as a single license purchase 
only.  IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PURCHASE THIS 

ITEM FOR YOUR GRADE LEVEL OR CAMPUS, 
PLEASE CONTACT ME.   

 
Check out my blogs: 

AppleTreeLearning.blogspot.com	  
&	  

TeacherKarma.com 
 

Please let me know if you have  
any questions or concerns. 

 
Thank you and Best wishes! 

 – JEN J 
juststylemejen@gmail.com	  

Apple Tree Learning 



Clip Art Credit 
 
 
 

All other clip art in this product was 
created by me.  J 

Jen Bradshaw 


